! "#S & ' $ ()

/0) .0 12% 3



Episodic Memory and Autonoesis:
Uniquely Human?

Endel Tulving

The mental faculties of man and the lower animals do not differ in
kind, although immensely in degree.
C. Darwin, The Descent of Man

Among the games that scientists play, one of the best known is virtual
tug-of-war. Two teams position themselves at the opposite ends of an
imaginary rope that represents a continuum of nature, grab their end
of the rope, and try to pull the other team over the center line. If they
succeed, which actually seldom happens, they would declare their
end of the rope the “truth,” and themselves the winners.

One long-lasting virtual tug-of-war has to do with the nature of
the similarities and differences between the species, especially those
between humans and other animals. The existence of the basic similar-
ities has been accepted by intelligent people ever since Darwin’s the-
ory of “descent with modification” survived the harshest scrutiny that
any set of scientific ideas has had to face, but the battle over the differ-
ences continues unabated. The differences typically have to do with
humans and the species that occupy the neighboring branches on the
evolutionary tree—sometimes chimpanzees and gorillas, sometimes
all “greater apes,” sometimes all “nonhuman primates,” sometimes
even other “nonhuman animals,” or simply “brutes,” as Darwin called
all of them. And the two ends of the rope are called “qualitative”
versus “quantitative,” or, as Darwin put it, “kind” or “degree.”

The contestants at one end of the rope believe that there are no
essential differences between humans and the various “others,” and
that whatever differences may seem to exist are either minor or unin-
teresting in the broader scheme of things. Those at the other end be-
lieve that in addition to many (uninteresting or less interesting) simi-


































































































































































